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everything great and fundamental in the Old Regime, But
Italy will never succeed in ridding herself of them, in
spite of the efforts she has made since 1815, On the con-
trary, from generation to generation they will grow
stronger without ever coming into the open, They will
exert a secret influence on philosophy, on art, on literature,
on politics; they will combine with souvenirs of ancient
grandeur, and finally they will explode, One man, a great
man; one war, a great war; one conquest, a great conquest
-and Italy will be able in a few yean to reconquer and
magnify her former grandeur by the subversion of all rules
and laws invented by mediocrity, by throwing herself, like
Napoleon, intoa great adventure,
We have seen how Italy in the eighteenth century was
an "ornate paradise" which "concealed in its heart an
inferno,"12 The Revolution shattered that paradise and
sent flames leaping through the cracks, Little by little they
spread over all Europe, How can it be doubted that the
order of the eighteenth century was nothing but a great
disorder which was inverted?
"See the chapter on Italy in The Gamble,